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ABSTPACT 

Pron four tables conpiled by the Bureau oH Labor 
statistics, it was denonstrated that, for the first tiie, the nunber 
of Americans with work experience exceeded 100 ■illion. The number of 
16-year-olds and over who worked increased by 3.2 million. A record 
5U percent of all women in the population worked in 1973; nearly 
one-third of theu worked part-time and accounted for over half of the 
rise in the nvabcr of women with work experience. Afcout 1.8 million 
more persons » 'rked all year at usually full-time jobs in 1973 than 
in 1972. The Munber of persons unemployed for one week or more in 
1973 decreased by almost 800,000 over the year to lU. 5 million. A 
greater proportion of Negroes than whites we-e unemployed at some 
time during the year. The tables from which the data were summarised 
were: work experience by extent of employment and sex, extent of work 
experience during the year by race and sex- extent of unemployment 
during the year by sex, and extent of unemployment during the year by 
race and sex. All data were for persons 16 years old or over during 
1972 and 1973. (Author/AG) 
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Work Experience of the Population in 1973 
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The number of Americans with work experience topped 100 million for the first 
time, In 1973. (See table 1.) The number of 16-year- olds and over who worked at 
some time during the year increased by 3.2 million, a larger Increase than in any 
prior year, and more than kept pace with population prowth. The rise was among 
both whites and Negroes. (See table 2.) 

Women accounted for 1 . 9 million of the increase as their number with work 
experience moved past the 41 -million mark; a record 54 percent of all \\omen In the 
population worked during 1 973. Nearly one- third of all employed women worked 
part time and they accounted for over half of the rise in the number of womien with 
work experience. 

The impact of the energy crisis on employment came too late In 1973 to affect 
substantially the data for work experience, which cover the entire year. About 1.8 
million more persons worked all year at usually full-time jobs in 1973 than in 1972. 
However, the proportion of workers employed all year at full-time jobs was 
unchanged. 
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The number of perions unemployed for I week or more In 1973 decreased by 
almoat 800, 000 over the year to U. 5 million. (See table 3.) The number of 
persona with accumulated unemployment of 15 weeks or more also declined by I 
million to 4.3 million. Among all persons who worked or looked for work, the 
proportion with unemployment fell to 14.2 percent in 1973 from 15.4 percent in 
1972. As in other recent years, about a third of the unemployed who also worked 
at some time during the year had two spells or more ol unemployment. 

As in previous years, a greater proportion of Negroes than whites were 
unemployed at some time during the year --2 1.2 percent compared to 13.3 percent 
in 1973. Also, a greater proportion of Negro than white workers having some 
unemployment during the year, were unemployed for 15 weeks or more --41. 4 
percent compared to 33.2 percent. (See table 4.) 

These findings are from the annual survey of the work experience of the 
population 16 years old and over, which was conducted in March 1974 by the Bureau 
of the Census for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Additional information on the 
work experience of the population in 1973 will be published in a forthcoming issue 
of the Monthly Labor Review. 
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]/ Tinx* worked includes paid vacatloM and sick leave. 
2/ Usually worked 35 hours or mrrc a week. 



NCTTE: because o£ rounding, sums of individual items may tioc equal totals. 
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1^/ Worked 50 weeks or mut^j, 
2/ Worked lesb i.tan 50 weeks. 



NOTt: Because of rounding, suas of individual Hems may not equal totals. 
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